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“Green Light on Firemen’s Private Cars” 
 

Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 46.37.184 states, “Firemen, when approved by the 
chief of their respective service, shall be authorized to use a green light on the front of 
their private cars when on emergency duty only.  Such green light shall be visible for 
distance of two hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions and shall be of a type 
and mounting approved by the Washington State Patrol.  The use of the green light shall 
only be for the purpose of identification and the operator of a vehicle so equipped shall 
not be entitled to any of the privileges provided in RCW 46.61.035 for the operators of 
authorized emergency vehicles.” 
 
RCW 46.37.187 states in part, “Any individual displaying a green light . . . shall also carry 
attached to a convenient location on the private vehicle to which the green light or sign or 
plate is attached, an identification card showing the name of the owner of said vehicle, 
the organization of which he or she belongs and bearing the signature of the chief of the 
service involved.” 
 
Operators of vehicles displaying a green light must follow all rules of the road, including 
not exceeding the posted speed limit and obeying all lights or signs posted.   
 
Improper use of a green light or a fire department insignia on a private vehicle and failure 
to carry identification for green light usage are traffic infractions and each one may result 
in a fine.   
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